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In recognition of outstanding achievement in industry,
Professor Peter Cochrane OBE, one of the world's fore-
most Information Technology & Business gurus has
been awarded this year’s City & Guilds’ Prince Philip
Medal.

Peter kick-started his career with a City & Guilds Full
Technological Certificate from Peoples’ College of
Further Education, Nottingham and went on to become
Chief Technologist for British Telecom from 1999-2000.
He retired after thirty-eight years with BT to become a
co-founder of
ConceptLabs based in
California and the UK.
Professor Peter
Cochrane OBE was
born in
Nottinghamshire and
always had an interest
in science, but it was a
severe illness when he
was eleven years old
that set him off on a
career which has seen
him gain two
Doctorates, become a
Member of the New
York Academy of
Sciences and a Fellow
of the Royal Academy
of Engineering, the
Institution of Electrical
Engineers and the
Institute of Electrical &
Electronics Engineers
(NY).

After a poor early edu-
cation his career in Information Technology and
Telecommunications started in 1962 when he joined the
General Post Office as a trainee telephone technician,
digging holes in the road, putting up telephone poles,
installing telephones and repairing systems. Being a
government institution and an enlightened employer,
the GPO packed him off on residential training courses
and regular day and night school classes. Here, his
shortfall in education was repaired through a series of
City & Guilds courses spanning five years.

Peter Cochrane was awarded his City & Guilds Full
Technological Certificate in Telecommunications in 1968
through the Peoples’ College of Further Education,

Nottingham. Between 1968 and 1991 he was awarded
his BSc (with Honours) in Electrical Engineering at
Trent Polytechnic, his MSc in Telecommunications
Systems at Essex University, his PhD in Telecoms
Transmission and his DSc in Electronics Systems
Design at Essex University in 1991.

Peter held a number of management posts in British
Telecom including the key positions of Head of
Research from 1994 to 1999 and Chief Technologist
from 1999 to 2000. He retired after nearly thirty-eight
years with GPO/BT to
become a co-founder of
ConceptLabs based in
California and the UK.
Founded by Peter, with five
like-minded technologists,
ConceptLabs is at the cutting
edge of new computer tech-
nology covering Database
Management, Website
Development, Software
Development, Middleware
Development and Human
Resources.

The Prince Philip Medal is
the personal gift of City &
Guilds” President HRH the
Duke of Edinburgh. It is
awarded annually to those
who, in Prince Philip’s
words have ‘travelled the
City & Guilds path’, begin-
ning or furthering their
career with City & Guilds
qualifications.

David Young, Chairman of
City & Guilds commenting on the award said; “In Peter
Cochrane we have a truly outstanding example of a
career minded and innovative individual who is one of
the world’s foremost Information Technology and
Business experts. From achieving his City & Guilds Full
Technological Certification in 1968 to the award of his
DSc in 1991, he has made a contribution to Information
Technology that is internationally recognised. Peter is a
highly inspirational individual and we are delighted to
honour him with the Prince Philip Medal.”

Professor Peter Cochrane received his award from
HRH The Duke of Edinburgh on 17 July 2001 at St
James's Palace, London.
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